THE GRACE OF JESUS TO ZACCHAEUS

Text: Luke 19:1-10
Reading: Isaiah 55
Theme: The tax collector Zacchaeus was found by Jesus and was radically changed
Purpose: To highlight the intentional grace of Jesus who seeks lost sinners and changes their lives completely

Introduction to the text: The middle part of Luke’s gospel is known as the “travel narrative”, which begins at 9:51, “As the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.” In the middle of chapter 19 we read that Jesus entered Jerusalem

Read: Luke 15:1-2....
Note the grumbling of the Pharisees and the scribes; the word can also be translated as ‘muttered’.
In the rest of chapter 15 Jesus told three parables, which all have to do with being lost – the lost coin, the lost sheep and the lost son. 
Jesus had a mission to “to seek and to save those who were lost” (19:10). He went looking for lost and lonely people, for those who were troubled and distressed. 

In chapter 18 Luke describes how Jesus met with three men. 
The 1st man was very wealthy (v 18). He approached Jesus and asked, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus told him to sell all he had and follow him. The man became very sad; he could not do this. Jesus said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of heaven” (v 24). 
The 2nd man (v 35) was the exact opposite in terms of wealth because he was blind and a beggar on the outskirts of Jericho. He called out to Jesus to have mercy on him! He wanted to see, and Jesus healed him, and gave him sight!
The 3rd man was named Zacchaeus. 


Read text: Luke 19:1-10

There are times when we will invite ourselves over to someone else’s home for a visit, and if we are very bold, for a meal! We usually would only do this with family members, and with friends whom we know very well. 

In this passage Jesus invited himself over to the home of Zacchaeus, who was a total stranger to him! Jesus had many meals in people’s homes but, on this occasion, it was at his initiative, and this is the only recorded occasion when he did this.

This is the only mention of Zacchaeus in the Bible. He lived in Jericho, which was a little north of Jerusalem and 8 kms west of the Jordan River. The ancient city of Jericho had been abandoned but a new city had been built close by. It was on an important trade route, had a pleasant climate, and was very prosperous. 

He was a chief tax collector. This is the only time this position is mentioned in the Bible. The Romans collected taxes from the Jews and they appointed Jewish people to collect these. 
Zacchaeus was the head or chief of these collectors. Because that city and area were wealthy a large amount of tax was collected and he had become very wealthy. As readers, this immediately makes us think about the wealthy man in the previous chapter and the response of Jesus, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the Kingdom of God.” (18:24) This makes us think that Zacchaeus is a very unlikely convert. 

1. BUT ZACCHAEUS SOUGHT JESUS

Jesus was a very popular figure, especially because of his miracles, but also because of his teaching. Everyone wanted to see him, and hear him, and be healed; so where ever he went people followed him, often big crowds. And it was the same in Jericho. Zacchaeus too had heard about him and wanted to see him. 

Tax collectors were very unpopular people because they were working with and for the Romans, so were regarded as traitors. It was well known that they would charge their fellow Jews more than the Romans were asking and would pocket that money for themselves. So this man was “a capitalist, a collaborator, and a crook” (Wilcock). 

But he wanted to see Jesus. Maybe he was just curious. Or maybe he was searching and seeking. Despite his wealth he may have been very unhappy. He may have felt isolated and lonely. It seems the Holy Spirit was at work in his heart, causing him to be dissatisfied with his life and wealth and creating an interest in Jesus. 

Maybe this is happening to some of you. 
Perhaps you are feeling isolated and lonely? 
You may be well off but unhappy? 
You may be dissatisfied with your life and your work and your direction? 
You too may be looking for Jesus?

Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus, but he was short, and the crowd was solid, and he was unpopular, so people closed ranks so he could not get through, he could not get to the front, and he could not see! 

But he was a resourceful fellow and not easily intimidated. You don’t get to be chief tax collector by sitting on your hands! He ran up the road ahead of the crowd and climbed up into a sycamore tree so he had the height to be able to see Jesus when he passed by. These trees were over 10 meters high, with a sort trunk and spreading branches – ideal for climbing.

He wanted to see Jesus, but actually, and more importantly, Jesus wanted to see him!

2. JESUS SOUGHT ZACCHAEUS

He came to that tree and stopped and looked up and saw him sitting in the tree. He said, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately, I must stay at your house today” (v 5)
Notice that Jesus knew where he was, and knew his name, and knew his need! Maybe the tax collector just about fell out of the tree with surprise and delight!

Notice also that he said, “I must stay at your house.” Jesus did not say, “I’d like to stay at your house”, or “would it suit if I came over for lunch”; no, he said, “I must” do this. 
Luke often uses this word about Jesus and his mission. Jesus had come to seek and save the lost! He was on earth with a purpose. He knew this man had a spiritual need, he needed to be saved, and he needed to know Jesus!

We are not Jesus, but we need more of this sense of mission, more urgency, more drive, more purpose. You and I must be about the business of our Father in heaven; we must be ambassadors of the Lord Jesus, witnesses for him, making the most of every opportunity, speaking about him whenever we can, living for Jesus in all that we do. 

Jesus sought out this man, he took the initiative, because he was looking for the lost sheep. Jesus is full of grace and mercy, kindness and compassion. 
Jesus is seeking you. He reaches out to you and he calls you to believe in him as Saviour, to love him as Lord, to serve him as King.

Notice also that Jesus said, “I must stay at your house today.” He was on his way to Jerusalem and was almost there (19:28). There he would be arrested, tried, and put to death on a cross. He would not be coming back to Jericho again. So he had to have lunch with this man today. 

This reminds us that we too need to make the most of the opportunities and conversations that come our way. You may never go back to that place; you may never see this person again; you may never repeat that conversation. 

And that is true for those of you who are not Christians, who do not know Jesus personally. You don’t know what the future holds, what may happen this afternoon, or tomorrow. Jesus calls you to believe in him and to follow him, and you can’t be putting this off. 
The apostle Paul wrote the church in Corinth and he urged them to receive God’s grace and to do that now: “I tell you, now is the time of God’s favour, now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor 6:2). Go to Jesus today!

3. ZACCHAEUS IS CONVERTED

Zacchaeus responded immediately. The Greek text (v 6) has four verbs and it reads, “So he hurried, he came down, and welcomed him, rejoicing.” He was very pleased to welcome Jesus to his home. 

But the people in the crowd were not pleased. v 7, “When they saw it they all grumbled, ‘He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner’.” This is the same word for grumbling or muttering as in chp 15:2 and the same complaint that Jesus welcomed sinners and ate with them. 

You get the same reaction in a crowd when a person says or does something that others disagree with – people turn to each other and grumble and object.

Jesus welcomed those whom others regarded as ‘sinners’. He mixed freely with them and even had meals with them. In that culture eating with someone was a sign of a close connection and of a strong bond between people, which is why the Jews were grumbling.

The Jews, especially the Pharisees and the scribes, regarded themselves as righteous, good, and holy. They looked down on ‘sinners’ like this tax collector. They were confident that they were right with God, while this man was far from the kingdom of heaven. 
But Jesus had not come for these righteous people, because they were self-righteous and had no sense of need; they thought they could walk into heaven on the basis of their own good works; but they were sadly mistaken.

But Zacchaeus was different. He knew he was a sinful man, and he wanted to meet Jesus and talk to him, and he was glad to invite him over for a meal. 

Luke gives us a condensed version of what happened so we don’t know where Zacchaeus was when he spoke the words recorded in verse 8, or when he spoke them. He could have said this then and there on the road, but it is more likely he said this in his own house after the meal and after more conversation with Jesus.

He stood up, as a person does when he wants to make a formal announcement, and he said, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” (v 8)

He believed in Jesus as the Son of God and as the Messiah promised to the Jews. He wanted to become a follower of Jesus, and he put his money where his mouth was! He was a converted man, he had changed, suddenly and dramatically, as did Saul on the Damascus Road! 

He recognised his sins of greed, stealing, overcharging, and extortion, and he repented of all these.
And he proved his faith by his works. He gave evidence of his faith in Jesus by his generosity to the poor, and by giving back the money he had paid, even four times the amount, which was more than the law required.

Many of you here have been converted and have professed your faith in Jesus. 
Are you proving your faith by your works?
Are you generous with your money, as this man was?
Are you paying your debts?
Are you resisting the temptations of the world?
Are you putting to death your old nature?
Are you living a godly life?
Are you striving to follow Jesus?

4. Jesus sought Zacchaeus and he is still SEEKING THE LOST

Verse 9: “Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to this house, because he also, is a son of Abraham’.”
Zacchaeus was a Jew ethnically and spiritually.
He was a son of Abraham by blood and by his life. 
He walked “in the footsteps” of Abraham (Rom 4:12). 

The self-righteous Jews excluded him because he was a sinful tax collector, but Jesus accepted him because he was a repentant sinner who proved his faith by his change of life. 

Jesus affirmed this by saying, “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.” (v 10) 
This has been described as “the key verse of Luke”; it is a summary of why Jesus came into this world, and this account gives us a perfect example of this. 

Zacchaeus went seeking Jesus and climbed a tree to do that, but Jesus came seeking him and stood under that tree and called him. 
Jesus invited himself over to the house of this ‘sinner’ - this man who was rejected and hated by the rest of the Jews. 
Jesus brought salvation to this man and to his house.

Jesus is in heaven, but he is with us by his Spirit and he speaks to us through his word in the Bible. Through his Spirit he is still seeking and saving the lost - like me and you.

Are you also seeking the lost? 
Are you obeying the command of Jesus to make disciples of all nations?
Are you praying for the conversion of your non-Christian family members and friends, fellow students, workmates and neighbours?

Or are you here today looking for direction?
Are you felling lost and low? 
Are you aware of your sin and your need of a Saviour?

Then “seek the Lord while he may be found,
Call on him while he is near” (Is 55:6) 

Seek him who is seeking you.

Amen 

